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Tyson Navigates the Technical Details Behind California’s Most
Ambitious Projects — from Mixed-use Developments to Power
Plants and Ports.

Tyson Sohagi is a Principal in Meyers Nave’s Land Use and Environmental Law practice
group. He is distinguished among the land use and environmental community for his
ability to address the nuanced intersection of legal, technical, and policy challenges. With
a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from UC Berkeley, Tyson offers a multidisciplinary
perspective, synthesizing complex technical data and legal principles to deliver strategic
solutions to private developers and public agencies alike. His work focuses on the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), planning law, housing, the Coastal Act, the Public Trust Doctrine, and Election
Law.

Tyson serves as a trusted advisor on large-scale infrastructure projects, mixed-use
developments, renewable energy/storage facilities, port and airport expansions, and
long-term planning such as General Plans, Specific Plans, and Local Coastal Programs. He
excels in navigating the multifaceted technical considerations these projects entail, from
air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, transportation, hydrology, hazardous materials,
noise, cultural resources, and geological resources. His ability to anticipate challenges
and craft innovative strategies ensures the successful execution of ambitious projects
that align with regulatory and environmental priorities.

Beyond his legal practice, Tyson is a leader who actively contributes to shaping
California’s legal and policy landscape. His work with the League of California Cities and
the California State Association of Counties includes authoring amicus briefs for the
California Supreme Court and Court of Appeal. Tyson’s strategic vision and intellectual
rigor make him an indispensable partner for clients navigating California’s most complex
and impactful projects.
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H O N O R S  &  A W A R D S

The Best Lawyers in America, Litigation – Land Use and Zoning (2027)

Southern California Super Lawyers list – Thomson Reuters’ Super Lawyers® Magazine
(2024–2026)

500 Leading Environmental Lawyers – The Green 500 – Lawdragon (2026)

500 Leading Litigators in America – Lawdragon (2024–2026)

Leaders of Influence: Thriving in Their 40s – Los Angeles Business Journal (2023–2024)

Legal Visionaries – Los Angeles Times (2022–2024)

P R O F E S S I O N A L  &  C O M M U N I T Y  A F F I L I A T I O N S

The State Bar of California, Environmental Law Section, Member (2007–Present)

Los Angeles County Bar Association, Environmental Law Section

P R E S E N T A T I O N S  &  P U B L I C A T I O N S

Co-Author, California Environmental Quality Act Compliance, A Practical Guidance®
Practice Note – LexisNexis (2018 – 2026)

Panelist, “CEQA Mid-Year Case Law Update” – County Counsels’ Association of California,
Land Use Study Section, Spring 2026 Land Use Conference (April 30, 2026)

Panelist, Honoring CEQA KING Michael H. Zischke: CEQA Mid-Year Case Law Update,
Administrative Records and Artificial Intelligence, County Counsels’ Association of
California, Land Use Study Section, Spring 2025 Meeting (May 1, 2025)

Presenter, 2025 Advanced CEQA Workshop, Association of Environmental Professionals
(February 27, 2025)

Panelist, CEQA and Artificial Intelligence, CLE International CEQA Conference (December
2024)

Panelist, CEQA Update; What the Courts/Legislature Did to Us This Year, County Counsel
Conference (November 2024)

Moderator and Panelist, Shifting from Maintaining LOS to Reducing VMT – Case Studies of
Analysis and Mitigation for Implementing SB 743, APA California

Feature Article, Balancing Act: The Sohagi Law Group Aims To Avoid Lawsuits And Prepares
Public Agencies For Trial, Too, Daily Journal (September 16, 2019)
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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  E X P E R I E N C E

Imperial County. Counsel on the Lithium Valley Specific Plan and its EIR, the 51,786-acre
framework beside the Salton Sea for geothermal energy, lithium extraction, battery
production, manufacturing, logistics, and Salton Sea restoration, advising on land use,
planning, and the environmental analysis. The plan is a pillar of the California Air
Resources Board’s 2022 Scoping Plan for decarbonizing the electricity sector.

The Regents of the University of California. Advised on the development of UC
Riverside’s 2021 Long Range Development Plan, the physical development and land use
plan behind the campus’s academic and institutional objectives, supporting nearly 14,000
additional students and faculty by 2035 with 7,500 more beds and 5.5 million square feet
of space, then successfully defended it against challenges to its population and housing,
recreation, transportation, air quality, agricultural resources, and renewable energy
analyses (University Neighborhood Association v. The Regents of the University of
California).

City of Seaside. Strategic advice and in-depth legal review of the Campus Town Center
Specific Plan and its EIR, the redevelopment of 122 acres of the former Fort Ord Army
Base beside CSU Monterey Bay as a pedestrian-oriented mixed-use village with 1,485
housing units, 250 hotel rooms, 150,000 square feet of retail, dining, and entertainment,
and 50,000 square feet of office, flex, makerspace, and light industrial space, defended
through the published appellate affirmance (Committee for Sound Water & Land
Development v. City of Seaside (2022) 79 Cal.App.5th 389) against claims spanning water
supply, transportation, urban decay, air quality, greenhouse gas, energy, fire, public
services, and project description.

City of Santa Monica. Defended the City’s approval of a 100 percent affordable housing
development on Euclid Street, built with the Hollywood Community Housing Corporation,
prevailing in two separate lawsuits when the court struck both complaints under Code of
Civil Procedure section 425.19, the new statute shielding affordable housing projects
from litigation and awarding defendants their fees (La Brea Washington Co. LLC v. City of
Santa Monica, 2025).

City of Carlsbad. Defended nearly 40 years of the City’s implementation of its Growth
Management Plan against a petition challenging its approach to development and long-
term planning, through pre-trial motions and a five-day bench trial with live testimony
that ended in the rejection of every argument the petitioner raised, with the defense
continuing on appeal (North County Advocates v. City of Carlsbad).

City of Coronado. Prepared the CEQA analysis for the recycled water and turf care
facility approved in 2020 to wean the City’s municipal golf course off potable water, and
defeated the challenge brought under CEQA, the Seismic Hazard Mapping Act, and the
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act (Coronado Citizens for Transparent
Government v. City of Coronado).

Los Angeles World Airports. Special CEQA counsel to the airport, reviewing the planning
documents and environmental impact reports behind its most consequential projects
and defending them when challenged.

https://meyersnavestg.wpengine.com/case-study/los-angeles-world-airports-lawa/
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Landside Access Modernization Program – Review of the planning documents and
EIR for the multi-billion-dollar rebuild of how travelers reach LAX, emphasizing
alternatives to driving, including the Automated People Mover connecting to Metro’s
96th Street station and Green Line extension, new intermodal transportation facilities,
and a consolidated rental car facility.

Specific Plan Amendment Study Defense – Successful defense of the City of Los
Angeles and the airport against challenges to the EIR analyzing alternatives for LAX’s
long-term plans, with the court rejecting every argument in a 118-page decision
covering project description, alternatives, cumulative impacts, recirculation, air quality,
traffic, and safety (Alliance for a Regional Solution to Airport Congestion v. City of Los
Angeles).

City of Redondo Beach. Review of the EIR for the South Bay Galleria mixed-use project, a
1.9 million-square-foot commercial and residential redevelopment of the existing 29.85-
acre enclosed mall property, including 650 homes and 150 hotel rooms.

City of Pasadena. Review of the general plan, zoning, entitlements, and EIR for a mixed-
use hotel project in a transit priority area, exempt from certain CEQA analyses under SB
743 and the first project in the City to apply Pasadena’s alternative transportation
significance thresholds, which retired level of service in favor of vehicle miles traveled,
VMT per capita, bicycle and transit network proximity and quality, and pedestrian
accessibility, with coordinated modifications to the entitlements and conditions of
approval to meet both the applicant’s and the City’s concerns.

County of Los Angeles. Defense of the County’s land use authority in a published
decision on the reach of its zoning power (Gooden v. County of Los Angeles (2024) 106
Cal.App.5th 1).

City of Alameda. Defense of the City in published litigation over the housing-era
obligations of built-out coastal cities (CP VI Admirals Cove, LLC v. City of Alameda (2025)).

League of California Cities and California State Association of Counties. Amicus
briefs and publication requests filed on behalf of the associations that speak for
California’s cities and counties, in the appellate courts and the California Supreme Court.

Banning Ranch Conservancy v. City of Newport Beach – Amicus brief in the
California Supreme Court on the analysis of non-CEQA regulatory programs in CEQA
documents (2017) 2 Cal.5th 918.

Claremont Canyon Conservancy v. Regents – Successful amicus support on the
adequacy of a project description for regulatory documents (2022) 92 Cal.App.5th 474.

Westside Los Angeles Neighbors Network v. City of Los Angeles – Successful
publication request on the proper CEQA certifying body and growth inducement (2024)
104 Cal.App.5th 223.

Save the Hill Group v. City of Livermore – Depublication request on the analysis of
the no-project alternative for housing developments (2022) 76 Cal.App.5th 1092.
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High Sierra Rural Alliance v. County of Plumas – Successful publication request on
project description for a general plan (2018) 29 Cal.App.5th 102.

Covina Residents for Responsible Development v. City of Covina – Successful
publication request on partial CEQA exemptions for aesthetics and parking in transit
priority areas (2018) 21 Cal.App.5th 712.

Citizens Opposing a Dangerous Environment v. County of Kern – Successful
publication request on reliance upon federal aviation regulations to avoid hazardous
impacts (2014) 228 Cal.App.4th 360.

Georgetown Preservation Society v. County of El Dorado – Amicus brief on noise
and traffic safety analyses for a winery.

Stopthemillenniumhollywood.com v. City of Los Angeles – Amicus brief and
depublication request (2019) 39 Cal.App.5th 1.

P U B L I S H E D  D E C I S I O N S

CP VI Admirals Cove, LLC v. City of Alameda (2025) 113 Cal.App.5th 1167

Gooden v. Los Angeles County (2024) 106 Cal.App.5th 1.

Committee for Sound Water & Land Development v. City of Seaside (2022)
79 Cal.App.5th 389.

Walters et al. v. City of Redondo Beach (2016) 1 Cal.App.5th 809.


